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Summer Partnership Tour

Since the Hillsboro Church of Christ
came on board as our sponsoring
congregation, our preparations for
Angola have kicked info high gear. We
relocated to Nashville, Tennessee at
the end of July in order to spend the
next few months cultivating
relationships within the church and
educating them about our mission to
Angola.

We continue fundraising as well. The
Hillsboro Church has agreed to pay
half our salary, and they are most
anxious forus to raise the other half. To
this end, we left at the beginning of
August on a nearly two-month long
road trip we dubbed our “Partnership
Tour.” We traveled from Nashville all the
way out to the west coast and back,
presenting to churches and individuals
in Oklahoma, Colorado, Oregon,
Idaho, and Montana. It was a long trip,
made seemingly longer by the two little
ones in our entourage. However, both
the boys are great travelers, and they
dealt well with the lack of any sort of
roufine, long days in the car, and being
in a new place every few days.
Amazingly, we had no sickness or car
frouble during the entire trip — not even
a flat tire! We thank God for his many
mercies.

A highlight of the Partnership Tour
included a week-long meeting with our
team in Colorado Springs, the location
of our feammate Nathan Holland’s
sponsoring congregation, the Eastside
Church of Christ. We had several
productive meeting days; items on the
agenda included the team mission
statement, feam covenants, team
fimeline, choosing a feam coach,
homeschooling, and container packing
and shipping logistics. We also
worshipped with the Eastside church,
had dinner with the missions committee,
and even went to a Rockies baseball
game! This was followed by two nights
of camping with the team in beautiful
Rocky Mountain National Park.

Another highlight of our trip was getting
fo spend some fime with Roy and
Margaret Ramsey in Montana. The
Ramseys were missionaries in Kenya
many years ago, and they have agreed
fo serve as formal mentors for us. Our
team has created a system involving
“"team coaches” (Rick and Marinda
Trull) as well as people who will mentor
each of us individually. We are thankful
for Roy and Margaret and so many
others who have gone before us and
who are willing fo serve as counselors
and advisors.

The children on our team include Alex
and Stephen and Danny and Katie
Reese@ daughter, Eliana, who just
turned one. Three will soon become
five, however, once Robert and Teague
Meyer bring home the brothers they
are adopting from Ethiopia, Efesson
(4) and Biruk (2).

September, 2009


http://www.angolateam.org/
mailto:rustyandlaura@gmail.com
http://www.rustyandlaura.blogspot.com/
http://www.angolateam.org/campbells

Family Time and Home For Now

The Partnership Tour also included
several days spent with family in
Portland. Rusty’s sister and her two sons
live there, as well as my grandmother
and cousins. We had a great fime with
everyone, and of course they enjoyed
seeing how much Alex has grown since
we leff two years ago, and meetfing
Stephenfor the first time. Alex really had
fun with his “big cousins” Robbie and
Johnny, and they were so patient with
him. He also enjoyed playing the “dune
buggy game” on the Playstation with his
Auntie Ronda.

We did a few other fun things as well
while we were on the road, in between
all the driving and the presentations. We
met up with old friends from Japan while
in Oklahoma City and went fo the zoo
with some of them. We went four-
wheeling in the beautiful hills of Montana
— a first for Alex and for me! We drove
through the Badlands National Park and
were awestruck by its beauty. We stayed
at a neat hotel one night that had a little
water-park in the atrium, including a
two-story water slide and a pirate ship.

Despite the fun tfimes, we were very glad
to get back to Nashville. Since we got
back last week, we have been busy
getting seftled info the house that the
Hillsboro Church has graciously provided
for us to live in for the next four months.
We are grateful to have a place of our
own while we are here. The house is
more than big enough for the four of us,
and all the extra room will come in

handy as we begin the daunting task of
sorting, packing, and selling our
belongings.

The boys are doing well. Alex is enjoying
rediscovering some of his old toys that
have been in storage for the last ten
months and playing outside in the huge
backyard. He is a good helper with his
baby brother and can usually entertain
him quite well. Stephen will be six months
old soon. He is rolling over, pushing up,
and is very close to sitting on his own. In
the last few days, | have infroduced
solids — so far, he has only tfried banana,
but he loved it!

In January, we plan to depart for several
months of language study in Portugal.
Please keep us in your prayers through all
the tfransitions that the next few months
will hold. For a list of specific prayer
needs, see the sidebar atf the left. We
thank God for your prayers and support
which sustain and encourage us. May he
continue to richly bless you!
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